
Welcome Back Message from Fall River Joint Unified School District Superintendent 

 

FRJUSD Families: 

Welcome back to the 2021-22 academic year in the Fall River Joint Unified School District! On 

behalf of our entire staff let me say how excited we are to start school next Tuesday, August 

24th at all district sites. We feel that our district has prepared itself well in creating a dynamic, 

safe environment for our children to thrive and get back to a semblance of normal school 

attendance as we navigate the uncertainty of the COVID situation. 

With that said, as most of you know the California Department of Public Health came out with 

their guidelines for schools to follow in July. There are relaxations of previous mandates but the 

wearing of face coverings for all children while indoors and on the bus is still in effect. Outdoors 

is entirely optional for mask wearing. You can find the CDPH health order here: 

https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/guidance-for-

face-coverings.aspx and a helpful Q and A document 

here:  https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/CID/DCDC/Pages/COVID-19/Schools-

FAQ.aspx 

Our district will follow CDPH guidelines but will do all in our purview to work with families to 

ensure our students are comfortable, energetic, and happy about being at school. There are 

medical waivers available to not wear a face covering but there will still be a requirement to 

wear a face shield with drape. This CDPH guidance shall be revisited in late October. 

We are pleased to be able to offer interscholastic athletic competitions back in our high 

schools. Student athletes have been busy preparing for their respective fall seasons and that is 

a big boost for student morale and school culture. In addition, the effects of quarantined 

students due to being an identified “close contact” have been relaxed particularly for those 

students who have been vaccinated. 

We have a number of new, energetic staff around the district. At our all-staff meeting recently 

we spoke of giving our students “the best we can of ourselves for 180 school days”. Although 

the world can be complicated and full of uncertainty, one thing we can control is how we 

interact and support our precious students. You have that guarantee from our district! 

Have a great year, 

Dr. Merrill M. Grant, district superintendent 
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